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f 3 REFACE. 



This pamphlet is published hr the several authors 
o] the different papers, not for the sake of profit 
nor trail i, hut from u higher motive. They* as honest 
ivroiMiTs of events am l pul die rrities, eueh from their 
own different point of view, have taken up p >u to 



expose and lush one of the greatest impostures of 
modern limes whieh during the lust tew jours has 
aeiprinut such firm hold on many dupes in Austral hi. 
The authors elaiin the support and sympathy of nil 
rimstim and sober-minded citizens in their uidea- 
vours to frustrate I he designs of the prulessiomd 
mediums whose fraudulent machinations have unseated 



the faith of hundreds and have sapped the foundations 

of Religion, Morality, and Social Order. 



Sydney, March, 1871 ) 



THE WORLD OF DUPES. 
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EoLKitr (J. Inoehholl has well said pro uni man 1 dwelt in an unreal 
world. He mistook his Mean, his dreams for rval things, Hi* fears 
bmamc terrible and malicious monster* Ho lived in the midst of 
fairies nml furi- ^, nympho and naiads, goblin* and gloats, witches 
and sii/urd*, spirits and spooks, deities mid devils The obj ure and 
gloomy depths were filled with daw and \wng, with brak and hoof, 
with leering looks and sneering months, with the malice of deformity 
with the cunning of hatred, and with all the slimy forms that fear can 
draw and paint upon the shadowy canvas of (ho dark/' The (.rod of 
primal man has ever 1 >een a malignant spirit ready f s devour hie 
human children unless pnmdthttea by costly offerings and terrible 
siieriltees Amongst all people and through nil age* certain cunning 
mortals have a&aowed themselves with supernatural and magic, u 
pmv> i > trading on the fears of the majority* — their dupes. “ SferUmae 
wen.’’ sorcerers, a tad u Old -a. i ad" matin fart are charms and perform 
incantations and are handsomely rewarded W the exorcise of the jk Avers 
over the spirits of gw*! nr evil fortune which tiny alone are supposed 
to pus>+\m. One extraordinary fact shows how the world i* and ha> 
over been duped. Tie g ds -r spirits never wud' for nothing. The 
priests of Baal, of Jove or Apollo, of Isi* und Osiris, of Vishnu and 
Sivu„ these the representatives of the highest form of intellectual 
superstition have always been on a par with the medicine man of the 
Bed Indian. sorcerer of the South Hens, in that, if anything spec in! 
wa> mi tit red from the deity whose nets they claimed to influence, they 
themselves hud fir st tu be directly paid, or indirectly through offerings 
being made to the God who was appealed to. 

In civilised communities wo have changed nil this, f-hriHti unity 
a i id S' h'hi Iicvh myh]»t awiiv the ndjU’idp.H of sap 'ivtitiou. W-- UafflB 
gauged ! he forces of Nature and fear them not. The Catholic Church 
it is true still claim* for its priests certain powers, and peculiar virtues 
are still supposed to hang around the relies of the saints. A new 
miracle hits been invented in the apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and the excursion trains carrying tho lllfnimi to her shrine Imve 
greatly benefited the French railroads. But the Catholic priest de- 
rives his power only from the church and does not claim any prntonal 
attributes. Except amongst the most ignorant or savage races, 
sorcerers, witches, and wizards are things of the past. This is m 
truth an Age of rubelief, To the educated, science demonstrate* 
everything. By u evolution” we are what we are. In a few millions 
of years we shall be diffused by some regular process of nature, and 
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tl atoms of our world will li- 1] t-i Form another, and it is to hi hoped * p 
a ii.-tUT at 10 , Thu s science ! I- the ignorant, axwpt tin wo who 
remain bound to the Catholic; Church, infidelity lu* been arrived at by 
many eiuis^sj but all over the world, in America, England, and in 
lJlo.Ni L'i UllltrifiS OH tin ( .’out illeUl , ELlQOUgSt the masses w* pin bill 
iriun llihI tin n? is not the name belief in the old blithe, 

Th:i<t. th» v are in any way wu>o than their equals in ft« rater u^h l ^ 

an tir it prepared to admit. 

They have forsaken tbr t heir fnthon»! They ludmvc not 

the uacJitiig of the tlhi.i-ehoa ! Vft amount many there m Mill a 
fear, a dread of, ora euriosity cijncemiug the unknown. Then* may 
hv an 1 undiscovered country.” And many have also fund yearnings 
to in* * A again in the spirit tin loved ones who have gone before. 

The churches with tlioir told dogmas satisfy them not. Euth man 
withe* u sign for h*mm ?K uiid so in this enli^hti avl sceptical 
iititetcontlt tcuturv with attain and oh -ctiicity and phonographs and 
tel*'] dioiies, the redveti* ah^ardtim o} superstition nnd gullibility Has 
been arrived at- The world is still full of ready i! ttpe-s, and tho 
rattle in c men and B0£063flA of the savage who sell you protecting 
(duu ms, or will perform stunt* mnnuu>i'v suppcniid to muh’ytn husky 

in tin wurorohttBe^ te a morii Uaui p:i\nbb» in the i'lu'ivuv) oi the 

country, have their equals in the 11 spirit uidistic mediumti” who for 
hall a guinea will rap you out a tmiiutiixuc&tion from tile uuneen, 
world It ia the same old fraud ! Cartuin individuals pretend tube M 
alone endued with faculties of rum i. indention and pow ers over the 
unknown, which they exeicht* for llie benefit uf their dupes uud for 
dollars No rash, mi show \ 

The '* spirit rapping " mania sprung up about a quarter oi a 
cablur/ ago. Ibis with 4 ‘ table turning” has loom a source of 
amusement in many private fun-lies I have been present at domestic 
hu' 1 1 have aeon things I cannot mvount for. But rortiunly I 
novel' gave "the mj intis 7 credit for thoir manifestation a Bather 1 
attributed them to tho uucoiim ious deception of whieli 1 *r Kiinggs 
speaks further un) id tfoina members of the circle. I admit that there 
may he Rome 1 force ” within vunvlvm which i& not yd properly 
understood But it ia not with the parlour phase of sphitualisixi that 
I now deal It is with tboso professional impostors who trade un dttr 
weakness. They have evolved the most ludicrous surround i tigs to their 
n uni ii stations The r’piritr it appears take delight in the sillied of 
puerile means to deniotibtnLlo their presence to mortals, and they 
generally require a dftfkened room in which to perform third-rate 
c-on j urorM tricks. Borne t i years ago tha Davenport Brothers 
ruiumeuced their turnr with the celebrated rope tying business. 

Tiny have been exposed time after time yet still found dupes to 
belie vi.' in them, and two years W k when in Melbourne were claimed 
by Mu Bmmr of Light us true iiu diuLiis. The Daveapiurts tlrst 
introduced tlte cabinet, us inside that they were free from scrutiny. 

Thus what believers think adds tu the wonder of the 11 mnnifeata* 
tii pub 11 ia in reality quite otherwise. These j tigglers first evolved tho 






" spirit Laud " which in a darkened room appeared at the edge of a 
lui lu. This it was discovered w lls <uh i Htuffed glove attached p.j the 
L Hit of oni 1 rt the Brothers. The rope tying trick is now rlonn hv 
uiiiuy clever professional conjurer*, uml in a mmm or superior to lies 
DuvoTtpurt^H. 

Homo now trick was required to gull the world of dupes mid the 
ft outcome of imposture is the slate writing husmoss, the chief ox* 

[iDikcut oi vv hif.-Ji h now hi the eoh uues. *■ IV. t> Homy Mljidn is n 

charlatan and rogue of iha first ' water* Becotit proceedings of Lis 
Wmeh huvr coma to my knowledge prove him to tjn a duugcroue 
running villain who Jeservus to bn lashed naked through the world, 
tn tin* u ill 1 1 wing articles his trickery as exhibited here is fully export*! 
Bin let u> firsL sec what is lii^ mord iw the dd world* I know noth- 
LOn the earlier career uf this an h-imp , <hI n- who ha? found so many 
if adv dup69 here* But in I$7(* <f Dr.” Henry Blade made his ftp* 
pouraimn in London, uml fools flocked to hear him and paid tlnar 

o , igns b c-immunlcatt' with tin [driis of the dead through the 
agi -a y of i table, n slate, and a pencil. >' hv I •* however was v ery 
1 oiili nw at tlm time and unless la pj n bved a dupe who w< mid 
ftWttHow l 'very “■ the spirits* ' aaid, deceased relatives would not 
aju a_V‘v give " umuifostatume.’ 1 But a;, his clients must have siuun- 
thing for their money he evolved the spirit of u presumed departed 
u du with whom lie held ndWti-niatc mtcmmrse, and who gave 
general hut vague? iuforiuatum as to uf lairs in spirit land Slade ut 
ilii viaie had na acccnnpEee, one Simmons. Dupes and sovoroigns 
innlupliod, and tho impastor - would still pcTchanoe be piling up their 
weuhh in the Modem Babylon, but that curtain sceptic* belonging to 
the varied walks of science, literatim*, and the stage (as is the case in 
ihc pmduetiun of this pampblot|) ftflii working from their own point 
o! 'hm ut last succeeded in fully exposing the fraudulent modus 
operand i of the * * medium* 1 * 

Hj* October -iid. 1870, Henry Sludo was charged at limvodreet 
r dire -Court , before Mr. Flowers, with obtaining money under false 
1 1 1 ■ ; ■ The *\un lasted for ni f nv than ; U j ■ ■■ ■ weeks, indm .il-i] 

much excitement in the minds o| the (spiritualists, The chief witnesses 
vrcrc* the well known novelist. Mm, Host* Limn Ii (daughter of Captain. 
Marryutt), Mi an Kate Field of Sow York, Professor J/m Lester. Doctora 
Donkin a id Carpenter, and Mr. MaHk©Iyii*\ the iclebrated conjuror 1 * 
of f ho Egyptian Hall. The evidence an to Slade’s performam e, proves 
llim Uny w ere exactly of the sumo character those with which he 
has boon lately treating the dupes of Sydney in Wyoyard Square 
Nulla of the witnesses however appear to have bud the ingenious 
inspiration of Dr. Kriaggs in weeing what Slade did underneath the 
table by the aid of a mirror. Thi table used in London was exactly 
the suae a that In Australia, ‘"an ordinary kitchen table about four 
feel >ijtmre. It had the ordinary frame work around the central por- 
tion of the table and the leg?* tu tho depth of tax or eight iih i }i--h ( 

aiit Nictu 1 which the flaps projected Mr Mnskidyue's evidence wan 
awst interesting, Of the elate writing lie says, 11 It is a very good trie k 
and the paint is tine. It seem fanpos*ibki that u man with ti heavy 
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date ran hold it tin d prodtu-e writing with the *ame l>ramtb 

the slate, It is however very easy, ©specially if there is a flw>s P r,C( \ 
a * [ ri the table in emu*, to push tie- slate aguinst it and help to 
support it The slate ran then In? support® t by the thumb, and rim 
whole i»f this fingers left at liberty. The best war of holding the 
penoil in, not under Hi- huger nail for that is impracticable, but by tut 
(ippunttns tUtM thifi prijd lining a little thimble with attached pernil, 
fastenorl by elastic beneath hi* slesve, which disappeared of itself 
when let go.) With this in^tantanominly fixed on the end of bin finger 
he held the rifite before him with the left hand, and resting the thumb 
of the right hand on o#» ride and having the fingers loos© on the 
i>tlleT f rapid! V wrote n few words, w Id- lu when ri e slate w as handed 
up to thf* bench. Mr, i* lowers rend amidst great laughter, thus. Hit 

Spirit* art prrtent ^ 

\fr. Maskelyue \rent oil to buy, M Tin peculiarity m writing tu 

this way Is that the lines are nw verily somewhat curved In pro- 
ducing such anting under a table the Operator would by twitch inga or 
shmM* rings take off attention for n » w *md, and that would Hutfine to 
turn the state over. Another short message would then be written on 
the under aide, and on the slate being produced there would be the 

appearance of writing on. thn fiidt) wtui'h had apparently been next the 

table. Raving tWO mfc&S&gOft writfceiiOflfl slate is of emireo convenient, 
for the performer would read the Upper one and nibbing it out would 
m\\ ■ Now we will try again.’ Then be would place th* other side of 
the slate against the table tmd Kay to his visitor, ‘Aon h«dd the 
carte r; Of course the point of the trick is that he turns thesl it ' ovr 
beneath the table and then after it hnabeen held ©lose against the 
table, tin writing appears again cm th© Upper surface of the slate. 
It is easy for o t lever conjuror to change the side of it slate in this 
way, 1 ' Mr. Maskdlyitft then domoustmted in court how oven with a 
locked flute writing can be inndete appear l he mt-dium w<*uM first 
take tie importunity to write o message on •'be slate, and then hastily 
pa swing ii dump .Wiitf© over it and rubbing it dry. it would Meat to b* 
p^focOy dear. The shir.* would las locked, but in th© ft fMttSft of a few 
minutes the writing would distinctly reuppr-iir. I his is an ©any trick 
performed with a momd pencil, yet by this thousands have b mm 
deluded into the belief tlmt they hold converse with the dead. Mr. 
Maakelyne’s exposure wan most complete. Th© evidence of Home of 
the other witnesses was moat amusing, one gentleman having receive^ 
aftVlionat© messages from n presumed docaascd friend who never 
existed he having given th e ** medium* a fictitious ntiiiio* 

On the 2 Utli October Mr, Flowers gave judgment, and said that 
rKsdlci ting the grave results involved, he felt it incumbent upon him 
to sen toil' * the defendant to three months imprisonment with hard 
a hour. Notice of appeal to tha Middlesex Sessions was given* and 
Shale Wi.is released, on bulb In January fell owing the appeal was 
heard. Dr. Blade was repri’amted by tlue© of the ablest 1*1 tinsel ut 
Hie English b;iT t mid mi u legal point the . -on viet ion was <|nu-died. 
But th< iohui-i* had been so thorough, that Slade took an early oppor- 
tunity of flitting tn the continent All those things can be read in the 
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files of tlit 1 London journals for tli(? datoH given l have- quoted the 
reports vwhaHm, 

Sbide next him %d up in Thinnm, whflro, Mince the days uf IImu& t 
Bpirituid^m han ixum fa^IiiouttHn. Then in the effltd of the year I ^ 77 
he appeared in llerlin In foreign co untrue ns the modiirnj i* un- 
acquainted with any language but bin own, the spirits could mu wend 
written m&isngeH. consequently we find ShuloVw tegne** uhhdlv made up 
of 11 manifestations” of hanky-panky with rings and chain*, Tlmse 
took pkiet* in a dark room and from the piildi&hiwl accounts, thorc was 
nothing that an oxpert conjuror could not do. The u In do impiM-tnr© 
Iihh boon fully e'tp'Mi'd in the lust volume of that highly int ’'renting 
work, 11 XVissMri^chitftliohe-Ahliftiidluitgf'iL ” by Frelornh ZolLnnr, 
published in hnipsie last your On several ocQaainn*, how over « !ha 
sin fo trick was performed. The answers wefO always in English of the 
stereotyped kind, such as* ** we will try,” * f we oanaot toll. 1 ' 11 1 will 
an Hirer*” The work mentioned c mtiiinn two lithographs of date* with 
spirit writing. The first in a 1 ark hand runs, f * Man's doubt** ran’ l 
change a fart n fa<i will change bin doubts. Spirits do not 
punctuate, and rho second example diows that they are equally rock- 
less of grammar. a circumstance noticed nt the *■"#*>?*■* of the me lium 
in Sydney. This is in a scratchy uneducated handwriting We 
1'np] to bless nil those that ***** to mtMKtitfqia a subject to 
mppuhr as tU» i subject of spirUualism is at tho pr«?smvt but it will 
not always be so mppuUr it will tahe fta place among the # * 

of all classes find kin Is," The List omitted word is supposed lo bo 
* l professions.'" Short.lv after this Slade received an intimation from 
the jwdice that Mb absence was ueroisuiy, and lie left seeking fresh 
iiebls and new dupr in Australia. 

Slade has f mud many believers here having reduced his charge to 
tcti shillings The ur imt intelligent of us are often male the foils of 
our senses, bur then we recognize when wo an deluded. Hut the 
world is still full id' dupes, who are everywhere waiting for impostors 
to defraud therm These are generally of it weak Rtfocfiun&te aiaposi- 
tion, often seep? irs* in religion, or belonging to those bmnehoH oi the 
Protestant f’lmndi where no great belief is required to enable them to 
puss ttrrough life u- fair everyday f 'hridi ms. file l 'nth' die: faith 
rumishe® few -. 'in hi a lUf*. The Dupes if they belonged to the old 
cbuh li would give strict adherence to nil its rites and be tho m >st 
anlonl support rs of it h must extreme doctrines. These are those who 
must renounce iKHw-Hsinu of their will* and mtellig- nco — cither to an 
Absolute tlutreh, n woman or a medium. Many may call themselves 
sceptii's 1ml in truth they arc miserable in that condition and yen ni fur 
something to believe in. They may kmnv or care nothing ut all about 
spiritualism, but attracted to a iairm, at M by mere curiosity t a 
shrewd impost or at mice detects his victims. Surprised at first, 
these will cud in u sh-wt time in believing not only what the medium 
tt-lU them but a great deal more. I>r. Knaggs* paper gives the 
psychological explanation of this 

And non 1 Imve a ven pa uful duty to perform in drawing utloatian. 
til the long advertisement in thw Argus of February 18th, inserted by 
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Air, Cyril Havilund, This guntlemuu is u friend of mine, I osteons, 
hi in highly, and I respect the mi* maty of the Indy whose name leu no 
iiiilnrtriniitdy lieen thus* thniift before thu public 1 would gladly pass 
over this in silom-e* hui Air* ILivIbmd lui> Lmwu down tin gamath-l to 
uni (i J lev* ‘i > in such a fhi&iiit style, u * tie* champion of Slade, that It U 
iiiipn^ilile to &o no* I am nfrsi 1 flint any long that appears in this 
pamphlet will no t ih , Eingo 1 1 i n views, I ml ;■ l losiM it may prtfVUfft Others 
from being ih ©mved. Mr* ILiviltuid 1 am mire LeHem ©very word he 
Inn written X again rtifer to Dr* Kunggh' paper on tills point. Li t 
to* find sue uud. i wluit muditimis this ntlvertisniiuait in trained, l i-r 
HCp than a fortnight Mr, Ihiviiabd had Leon mi mr tho moral away 
.it Slud*' Hie medium bad passe ! s. vend nights in Lis Ionise* and 
they hud trm riled tu Melbourne together* Air, Hnviland bavin;; U > 
t uri Llv burn im whatever there, bul unxiuiL. tor as long im po-4Ll" tn 
receive those messages from hi" wile * spirit. which Slam* pridc-ed to 
funiish hitu with. The ndvorris. meat shows the mUiierm 1 under 
which Mr. Ha vi) and labours, IL* bob. vi s Unit Slade said this, and 
did that ut their lirst interview, when a- ! think all this was brcu^Ll 
t.iii afterward a, when tin impostor hud In-eu often received into tin' 
family ©irole and would pick up word* uud phrases ami now ledge of 
pust events which be would moldy n ilise, Tin fraud is too obvdoim* 
The iiuml Is that of Mavilaiid. bat i lii ■ voin is Sbuhys. 

I am uot g"ing to analyse m nllmupi seriatim to aoecaint for the 
niu.iiifuatations described in this ad l vert isei mini. I refer to the papers 

of Hr, Knaggs and Mr. Wilton as to blade’s doings, here. £m itn 4hu 
Qtutu'K. h he in detected in one fraudulent trick, 1 believe nil his 
man ite stations are of the emue kind, The evidence at the trial in 
Li in don rdjows euii'i|iL tel) how tie date business i ^ in a nag* a!, and I 
have tattled this my self- 1 lievulier Thorn a member of tbnr very 
d- vi r Lonipaay, “The It aval Uiu sum hit s’ now performing here, hna 
1 1 rival el v gone through the evidence of Shnh/s trial with mo and 1ms 
doinoustni'ed how easy it is Fur the slate tu be manipulated in the 
manner described. In fact 1 Lein v»* the wanct with him was much 
mure tufa ’rusting than ouo with Slade. (Vrtaiuly "The llluihoi lists 1 ' 

. v i tv night perform tricks which eclipse anything that Slade or any 
other modjuiH has attempted. 1 am much indebted to f'-horalier Thorn 
for his practical explaiiutioas slinwiug how n idever conjuror utn outdo 
a modi mu lie publishes a ehallong'' to Slid * which I hope, but 
hardly think, will !*o mxrepted. 

3Vi,t l wish to point out two t Clings to the renders of Mr. HnvL 
!,Liid'H ad vert isomen L He tirmuison future eontribatiuus to the 
lia i k#i **/ Light, a paper which ' bti‘> the must* at hi art.” Now this 
journal is the same foolish or fniuduhoit one whk-h when tho Havon- 
| .m . i-t Brut Iliads were in Alelbmime, and 1 exposed theta, elaim^l these 
knnM n uud jilav^l-oct iuijMwtois uj* .spirit mdists, I Lave no doubt 
it (rill father anything Air, Httvihunl sa\ • about Slade. Bat there ir* 
one thing in the alvertistuaent which I ean ('iintrailict. Air* Haviland 
sluttis ihiLt Slii'le ■ whether in lLmn, China, Fiji* or any other foreign 
youHtry' 1 furnishes cum niuiii cations front the K]‘irits in the language of 
t!m people to whom they art nddresNoiL Air# llavihmd maUm u 
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m drda ration of the truth of hi-* and ho show* how 

ill ■ j.l v hr y in the ctutrheB of thin importer, when he writer of bis own 
k in iwi^gu what Slade miint have to d him N k »w the Gorman work 
before quoted, which gi?Qfl an iiujKii'iml account of Slades doings in 
flernuiiiy, sin L lithographs ni the *“ spirit writing 11 and “^Fpint foot- 
marktt T? gives all the answers practtrod from the spirits, They were 
in I'jiglish, and had English ut Hint. And the other day when a 
friend of mine visited Sludn merely nut of Mirrwty you tuny 
1 im k i l i'm 1 ami was asked to write a question to a decease*! friend hIio 
did no in French- The answer came back from the HMPit ut her 
luidumtl in English, a language he did not understand ! This proves 
tin fa fiity irf the state meat which Mr, Haviland is railed upon to 
swear to. 

People who wish to 1 •!» lurtlitT «'D !igh tuned as to the fraudulent 
practices of professional mediums* arc referred to Bara urn 1 1 Hum- 
Imgs if the World,"' and llasltidym^s M Modern Spiritualism, 1 it in 
till - paper i use strong words ii is hi r-ause l feed strongly, u friend of 
mine having beon duped and the holiest feelings of hi» nature preyed 
upon hv u scoundrel who I tartlet wdl yet 1 1 - h ‘ t his ju^t reward* io 
man v who will toll me uf strange w munil'es' atoms" they have soon, of 
the m vs! prions sounds uud eights tiny could not account for, ot the 
v.; uihs of the planeherte, io., I will reply in the words of Hotspur to 
the spiritualist U1 ndowor. When the tatter boasted of his in II uoiire 
iiyer the power of gfH, tite plain straightforward njourageoaa English- 
man claimed to have a more potent spell : — 

H Aud l can ttMuh lln-.-. lodeimi! lhi> devil 
By tilling truth ! 

If ilj.nl fctve powt*r 'i ns* ' Id in bringf liitn ftiUiifr 
And I'll be iworn I'v* jniw«r to slimae him bcuoc.” 

“'CHE V AG A BON I V* 
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DR. SLADE AND THE SPIRITS. 

o 

Reprinted from tkr S. M. 1 1 jcka lu, after rermm.) 

It was with much pleasure) th;it I received a l>rief communitattoii from 
my frit) tid AT i- F. ( inviting no to Sydney on purpose to visit I Slade, 
with tin' view of person oily invMHtigatmg the wj-callffl spiritual 
munifeHtutiims produced under his hdlutmee My friend Mr. F. prides 
hi him -I f upon his liberality of opinion, arid in several argument- with 
me upon the subject, he lui- maintained that no judgement should ho 
form ■ d upon the subject of Spiritual] sm without patient, diligent, and 
exhaustive inquiry He has for several years been pursuing the 
matter with that spirit, hut up to the present h&B come to no very 
decided opinion beyond the conclusion that there is some very 
mysterious infill once at work, which (o him U iiiex plica hi a. My 
reputation us an amateur conjuror, and perhaps the very tbitturin ■ 
opinion that be had formed of my perceptive faculties, combined with 
u Latent suspicion that Dr. Slnde’s spiritualism consisted of a very' 
clever illusionist performance* combined to make him select me to 
ikLsist him in coming to a determination regarding the phenomena an 
exhibited at I)r. Slade* fc seances. 

In accepting the invitation* I stipulated that my friend, Mr. 
Matthew Ilairwu, nlso an uniat cur prest idigitimnn, should ‘ -L>! us by 
being present. It was arranged Unit our sonnet* should take place at 
balf-pust 3 in the aftenionn of February 7; but hearing that i ruuld 
|X>Hd(>h have an extra one hi the morning, I took advantage of the 
cluiuee, unci, accompiimed by u Indy friend, I waited upon the doctor 
nr >i; If pjint \i o'clock on Friday morning, mid wo were eourioously 
afforded an interview. My object in going in tbs morning wiifi to have 
it general survey of the method of procc-dinv ; this would enable no* 
fcfc plan for the afternoon any feaaable means Lor the detection of 
juggh ry or fraud, should I have reason to huspoet such t may now 
state that my Hide object wm an iriVMsUgntem into the ■ truth,— and I 
wont with an unbiassed and impartial mind — determined to give Dr. 
Slurb 1 every ‘ ourti sy and fair play, tu this paper I ahull avoid U1i\ 
p* rsomilstb s or expression of opinion with regard to the suhji'et of 
Spiritual! sin I merely record ho t- a- observed by myself, and 1 do ho 
cuiiscieuUoiikly and for the public good. 

explained to l>r t Slade that I had tome from the nnmtry 
i-xpr.*ssly to visit him; though 1 had urrnngod for n m mi e t but 
afternoon F wh« so anxious to investigate the subject that l hoped 
he would permit me to see lus nmuLfcstuttous at once. He, without 
horitutinn, cOTopliod, and ushered u# into liic room arranged for that 
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purpose. The moth wan a well-lighted nn>m, carpeted, The furniture 
1 consistent of a plain ileal table, a few rhuin^ a small round table, and 
in the far curlier of the room a Hide table eontaimng i\ few -slut » slate 
ptntiila, and other misr eUaneous articles fif no general import to this 
pftp ei\ At hi* request 1 examined the deal table in the centre of the 
room. 1 cannot muter describe it than an ordinary pine dressing 
table, without draw* r-*. having its width extended by the addition to 
each dde of a lix-sl flap, about a feet wide. The framework, each 
Corner of which was supported by the legs, was of small dre, s M dint 
the top of (he table extended about eighteen inches beyond the frame 
Dn every side. 1 enthuuted tlmt the top of tlm table won about four feet 
square. I carefully examined the table, Turned it completely over, 
and looked mb* « vi rv joint I whs convinced that it was bona -fiile. 
and no mechanism whatever existed in it. Upon replacing it f I 
purposely altered its position on the floor, so us to place its leg* nut of 
reach of a n_\ eh i tro* magnets, should such be eonreah'd beneath the 
c-arpeting— illusionist s, amateur or professional will know tie- import' 
awe of this proceeding. I carefully examined the carpet lor nolo 
through which concealed ftub or levers might project to ruis* tables or 
chairs. Tin- oxmnuuttion having been Hatisfuetorib concluded, we 
wp-i’i M-ateil in such pluenH a* mpe st ,*d by Ur Slade. Tin light, I 
think entered the rooui oil the west -ide ; Ur. Slade took bis position 
i l I ill-' north .-‘id i- iif fhc table. 1 was seated im tin* \ye c udo, with my 
back to the window, luv hidv friend id ih« south side f iring the 
doctor. The east side of the table wu> vacant, On fitting down ilie 
diHfur -]es iiilh drew our attention to the wax he sat - ddeways — he 
hieing the window, and Ids feet char "f th*- table. 11* . 1 rd us if we 

had ever been present at anything . »i‘ tin* kind before lit tin n 
requested us to plane our hands in the usual manner near the centre 
of the table. We were in tins position without any result for about 
one minute, w hen ho said, “ The mlbe ie , is very strong, ! fm ' great 
power, you 1 ' turning Ut me “ are very mcdii mistic, wo shall soon get 
some knockn. thr> will rumo it 1 m ■ ii t There,” pointing to the renin* of 
the table. We then beard some k ia.ro ks in tie- spi t indicated and nonr 

to Ur. Sludeh side. He informed us tiny were quite different to 

ordinary knocks, being in the wood. fb then ask# d tll« -nirits if 
they would write? three knocks respomh^h which be informed ns was 
an idMirnafive He then, from lie miJo taldc T prodund alt ordinary 
-cbisd slat-% which 1 » j xnmiuecL lb ran fully denned it with a 
sponge, rested a pi' i r "i pencil nbout tin sb* of an oat seed upon it. 
Hnd lie hi it partly muh r ihe tuhb>. lb said llmt the IrtHuriico was so 
strong that bo nudd no] ledd it -t « udy. II is body, nuns. and 
hund twitched and troiiioml in a coimiMvr rummer. AH tbib 

time one of bis hands mid both of my and my friend 'a hninU 
were touching in nearly tin centre of the table — fur fully two 

minutes this o-iMitboji of the slate < oiitinm d, »«imct£ni«* under tje tnhle 
completely utit of view, and somethin s o< r the table. He then 
requested us in listen, ami a distinct -<-mb ! hiug sound was hoard. ns 
though some* writing wns being truiiserib* I by a pencil lipni the shite. 
This having eon si*]., ho endeavoured to vv ill irb r uw ir, from tin Inhhv 
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but said it stuck to the table, and ho hurl to mm much Apparent fmrs 
in druw-ng it from under the ledge of the table. Ho then exhibit# 
to us the uppar s irtm e of the .slat c and i piece of pencil was mum 
noting upon it with the fell owing mo&suge written lengthways iuro> ft 
the id i ite in a bold distinct hiuid : — 41 The more man investigates, the 
more he will know the lawn erf the spirit* ; one d&y’a imn t-i igiitioti 
will not do riiUi'h good, investigate at your own homes,” Having 
expressed our aetonishmeiit. at this remarkable manifestation, Dr. 
Slade said he would, ask the spitet* if they would rutse the table, him! 
mttltly till slate was preidle . ed, having written upon, it — ■ Al We w ill 
try. ' IJe tla-n grasped the Up; of the 1 i.hu tu-jui st him, between his 
k n* es. buried the h-ilgi of it into his uhil auen, requested me on i ■ a 
lay foot apei Ids tea s. He requested u- to keep raising nut* hands 
upwards. Wc* did so several times, when suddenly the table bodily 
rose in h h» iglit of about 5 inehes, remained tiotectl there for Wu nty 
Bemuds, and then descended to the tkior with a crush. I must note 
that during this and the following - * pcriia cut* the duetor 1 * legs w ere 
not sideway s — away from under iht* table ius ha always professed 
Hum to be, but he changed his position and plated them directly 
Under the table. He now said ho weald try and cause a small m/de 

to be lifted- 'I bis he placed on the floor against the upb d side 

of E he square table, exactly lining mo, n h r ii'g his left bond lightly 
upon if; in it lew m eo mis h asr-dlnted nnti tilled towards lay Uuly 
friend, which, Dr. HI ado informed her, signilii el that shti possessed 
mcdiumistie powcra. Alter & few more tilthiga the tabic eventually 
rose up from I tic ground to n height ol uhom eight hichoH. My t idy 
frii nil hert mude an ' ffurt to look n ruler tin* table, w liieii caiiecd Dr. 
Made suddenly, as if in gn at j aiu t (o r umve Ids hand from the Hm u 



table, w hen It loll heavily tu the ground 1 then asked for u snorinl 
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npeme&b I told him that 1 bad beard of a handkerchief licjug 
pliii * d on w lady's lap and being whisked by some iirrifilhlo mtiiuuc o 
info it corner, when it was found to bt tied info intricate knots. Hu 
gave me the remarkable reply that ho never asked tlie invisibles to do 
anything for n him, j sslul -am o, it niuat 1 »• left to heir own will to 
umke whatever mimiiVsuu kins liny tin tiinelves ejected. My lady 
f i -end iimmtioitsly suggested that, in 1 he last experiment the smail 
table was touched by lie feet* hut he asserted that such was fat* 
pohsjhle, ii n lie htil in such a push ion 1 hu I he could not possibly reach 
it. lie now declared that all power had left him, and alter making 
utuithr-r i an ful examination if the tnhl we gay c our honorarium, 
and withdrew. 

lids seance wins very satisfactory to me. and I congratulated 
tny h on having- su good a preliminary view of the suL ;tti ] hop d 
mure fully to hi vest i«j ate that sfterne Kiri. In half- an -hour my frii in] 

Dawson und l wer«' closely clotrofcod, uni during the day had mum red 
our plan**, 

I' mutually at half- pun 3 o'clock we presented ourselves accord* 
iug to upuomtmcnt at Carlton House, Mr. Dawson, Mr. F,, Mr. P., 
umi rayaidf. Dr. Slade being engaged, we went into the waiting- 
room; in h few moments he cam© nut. I imktHl him if four persons 
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were too many, lie at once mnguiai-d me and appeared clhinrlimxl 
towards mj being admitted. II" xud that throe with Id: ism If would 
Lttjun (letter results, that hud b* i tt<T remain out, bat Mr, K. at ohm* 

retired in mv favour. We were udmred into bin n and t!i«- table 

WiW euro fully i jammed M Meus^.. Da a sou iukI P* 

Wi- wen urmiigod. by tin- loehu in ri tm inner just suited to our 
plan •! Mr, Paw son occupied t la i 1 sent t hud hr* h! in the morning tn 

Dr. tfltuUd* right. I sat opposite to Dr* Slade, and Mr. F. at iho 
vacnul >i do, This time it will be seen iho four td-len of the table wore 
1 H-fij | d* d Dr. Shale a# uanut fdlttug -idim-in* having hi* iVit clour of 
the lul l”, and impressing us with that fuel* 

Hie 1. uuifi igtatkiu - -lightly van d from Si -. Suit 1 hud neon in 
the tim : -ting, thus, while we were hearing ktnx* 1 cs elicited in reply to 
iiuestieh-i by Dr. Slade, Mr, Dnwsei '< eb in was suddenly dragged in 
the dirt^l 1 ill el Dr. Slade. Thedoi 5 ur do- land that ho then saw a ph-.»r- 
phOreSI&iit light upon Dr. Dawson V coal ; we couldn’t Bee the phono- 
lie nut, but while trying tiiii* rh" - hair was again dragged in a 
similar lammev, ni id while eur utl* ilium was being thereby attract id 
-towards it, Mr. F a choir, to tvis lamateniatioii, suddenly took n 
lurch, 1 1 1 hi i hi ih e dim: lion of Dr. Slade* General notice wtu# now 
dirod od towards mo* and xn\ ( hair wrt- mpi^tod to move but willioitt 
avail. N»’xt followed the -date writing upon the plain date, w.r.i ]< 
was * I "Till us in the morning I no\f produced 11 log shite which 1 hud 
h rough 1 wilh me* Tins was mrcdulK rDuu*-d and a pieev -o' pencil 
put inside. Thin slttlu was hdd < > lotted in Dr. Slndi/s hand, nud 
ib. -piriU mpo-nted tn write itprm S lb- -i iH..r expect- -d 
culty tn bt! expi rii u< d. in -ans-j • i.uus\ as he told us, oMhe i tuto 
having a varnished wooden extern il e* wet-. He requested me and Mr. 
Du w huh to hold the cxli-ad -hr-- mid pi-ueil under the corner of t ho 
table between us. and speciaily dire- to ■ 1 1 our attention to listen if an v 
writing took place upon it, Whih ire* nth doing so, the slate whji Is 
w ■ hefii, was twi<*e rapidly pushed outward* m 1 direiiion from Dr. 
Slade b\ ime in visible |nh -e. He lloui dp'w the lug nlat** ir-uci under 
Sir table, and 1 ui ving opened S e. dime ns there was nothing written 
u pea th" bet-tom leaf td it, ho plain! it upon the corner of the table, 
audio Ids right elbow. Ho fold us to la 1 <n t when we heard a scmirl 
ing hfiii ml apparently wit liilt Iho sIsj r 0 , which lie at once opened, mid 
1 ho billowing Hoiiteju e was fmmd imp* wholly written within it : — 
u Many |v — wnt but emit— nor emat it m*st — ook w inform/* 

i .idiuldy ti.o intoutio’i wan town : “Many uro present, but mrn-i 
not cniiinmiiioute it — must look for iufoiirmtwUl^ This was hi reply 
to u OUjefjf frein Dr. Slade,, asking if many spirits were prwnt. and 
would coi iimiinicutiv The Mninee com duded with the experitinuit of 
ni Using ihr table to rifie hudilv from flu Hour, wliivb was dom- hi a 
manner eiu*.tly similar to that dt-serihed ns Wvitig taken Tilneu in the 
Hinniiiig. Dr. Slade then declared himtudf exhausted and imahh to 
pro. iu**l any furtbei*. 

1 have so far mintitidy, and with an m i tiracy atmout tn tetlinus- 
ue»s t de«erihed the two amaceH of Dr. filed n at which I was present. 
Since boyhood I have been an ardent admirer of eonjuriug arid 
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juggling trioka, and by dint ui earnest and continued practice haw* 
attained umelf an amount ui nk’dl in the art rather unusual for an 
amateur* I mention this an i consider it an eminent qualification for 
an iuquirt r into a subject of this nature that lit 1 should have wme 
familiarity with the usual procedures uoecrssttry for lurrying out an 
exhibition in which deception of the senses farms a ermspiemm* 
feutiu-m I was thus enable ' A to carefully note byplay, and 

apparently trivial ocOurrettOq# which played IU2 important part in lb. 
Slade's entertainment* I shaft, therefore* firifc point out what t’ireum- 
statues there are Ln I>r, Slades periV twutmee vrliich favuiir duryptinii. 
Tin* very simplicity of llir apparatus forms a most - ccmspiei Mltia fnutitre, 
and makes his ntaniteutat ions tipp. ur tin* must wonderful and super- 
natural Amongst the ant tents* and even now with savages and Urn 
uneducated, whatever they wmld not or cannot rationally explain they 
attributed to the devil * In our days, and amongst many cdmured 
pe<ipte, similar circumstance* under similar conditions nre attributed 

to spirits, . . . , 

At the beginning of ouch seunro thodmtor draw?* sp^aal attention 

to the tael that hfl always site sale ways, with hte fed t ehiui of the 
table : hut it is a strange tent— and to width pah lie attention has 
never yet been directed — that when the operator and his sitter* are 
WiXtvd at t ho table* with their hands together near its . entra* tha flap 
0 f i| M table shuts the dm. *tor's legs from out the sitter’s vision. Each 
phene mimon ifi introduced in an IlIiBtpcetod muiiuor. lh\ blade 
ttdls Ids sitters that everything must be taken as it enmee. Another 
mdvd feature I* the vacillatug ways and ih* unoertididy of tlm wpmU 
manifesting at alb Th<> slightest exhibition of enriositv oil the part 
uf iJie sitters, or any attempt to take u furtive peep arnb-r the table 
appears mortally to idfeud the immi utaU ~ their maiiifestutieiiM at 
on^M-ease The removal of the hands from mar the mitre of the 
fable, which should be done in imler to peep under the table, at mice 
breaks the circle. A psyi hidogmil tea turd HU the ca>e also is what is 
, l dmed by till spiritualists, J Ulteve. namely — the greater the lab h 
tb, -re is In spiritualism »il tins part -if the sitter the uioiv remark able 
v, r i U ] . ■ 1 the matiifestiitiotLSi. Lnethei words, an tilths idintl having sut h 

faith in Dr. Slade to take m gospel m that he states, wall 
wonderful and barefured things .lone by him tlum an mquiaUivf 
unbeliever, the deterrent mtlueure nf whose prepuce with sharp 
sen M uti sing eyes is at fill times most Lorn ridable 

Thus hud T the boned L ui two sennet with Dr* Slade, which I 
attended expra*dv with the view of examining into tin* .ubjeM «>| 
spiritism us demonstrated by him, rmd having a Ireudy anticipated the 
advice . >f hie spirits, written hi mysteriously mi the slate — “The more 
man in\ eatigates, the more he will know of the laws of the spirit*. 
One days* investigation will not do you mm-h good; investigate at 
ytair own homus* 11 1 have spent many day* upon the miIijh t. I hav4 
experimented mul invuttigaftet ut my Own home* The result of mj 
xtmtv Ht home uk well as my experiences at life seam vs has been to 
eon vi nee me that lh\ Slade is ati exceedingly clover mnxi 7 hul he h.i'. 
nothing whatever to do with Hpirib. lie is no conjuror or illusionist 
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in the ordinary accept ution of the term-., Gis in quite a new line. one 
stamped by originality and novelty, and earned out with an energy 
and dash worthy of admiration, were they only employed in a hotter 
cause. 

The performance exhibited by Dr. Slade requires all the mental, 
manual, and mechanical abilities of a brat-class prestkiigitnrian ; and 
in addition H tlie Buppleneaa of limb and elasticity of joint that nan only 
be aequrml by the long continued pmrtiee and privations that make a 
first-class eontortioiKurt.. With these qualities h> litis in combination a 
strong will, n penetrating mind, and a thorough knowledge of human 
nature in all its phases j he is also an astute physiognomist. For Dr. 
blade's performances in this sense 1 Imve the greab at respect. 1 
honestly confess that 1 paid with plea Mire the unasked honorarium of 
lmlf ti sovereign at the termination of each sitting. I considered I had 
value for my motley in the Imssons 1 hud learnt at bin exceedingly 
* -1 ev er \ ter Jh » nnum i^h. 

The few appliance* he hu- at hand to carry on his i Wept: ion*, and 
the simple hy of the mod at operand*, wliilo- it makes them nmrveltou - t 
tlie lieliovonr beholden — to unbelievers it remains au i xfraonliniiry 
l h l, how lie i m long continue to dupe thousands, and imtwirh* 
standing .^o many exposures, to still retain the mnfhlon-e uf tle j 
multitude. 

The ■ planotioTi that I tun now about to give of the means that 
le- : I i us in produr ing his muui testa! inn* will surprise ninny. and no 
doubt may cause t^n mvvoiXJ* 1, however, supply us a Test the means 
which 1 lift'd myself whereby many p« rsonsmny judge for lliem^dves 
of ' h ■ truthfulness of my observation as well bji my interpretation of 
3 ?r. SIndeV spiritual numifiHrtuiioii*. The moans 1 adopted and 
ivbii-h I now sugge^r h?r fli^ovej&ig the deception is to obtain a phm 
mirror of silvered glass! say two and a half inches wide and five inchf# 
long. “ 3 uveHtignt"' at your homes, v mtd after a few experiments ymi 
will soon discover how to place this mirror between your legs at such 
tui angle that when you !■ Nik down upon it you can, while sitting at 
the table, reflect the doctor's legs and the umdorpart of his table. (If 
course, should the person who proposes to adopt this plan innocently 
explain his intention to the doctor, the probability will be that 
he will give his smiling assent, and sav that nothing affords 
him greater pleasure than to give fivury opportunity fer the fullest in- 
vestigation. TJu fortunately the spirits will think differently, Thern 
will be no numib Htulion whatever while the mirror remains in situ 
beneath the table. Spirits easily take oflVnce and don’t like to submit 
to the indignity of being tested, A knowing person. however, with 
some sleight of hand, will be aide to keep his own couuhiI and QRQ tie 1 
in irr<«r te ins "\v n rdii! cathun without either tin 1 doctor or the spirit-, 
being any the wiser. 

The Jirst thing to strike the observer w ill be the remarkable 
facility the operator lias of moving Ilia %8 independenth "l Imparting 
any motion whatever lo his luidy. lilting sideways towimlfl the table 
with his 1 ;e ..ppareiitly in front of him, lie is capable of shooting out 
either leg in any direction, reminding one of the movements of the 
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limits of n. vuttle-£(di, II Ls foot uml flexible tons in liis thin, very (hin. 
kid dippers, [wriHHep.?* the mobility of a immnu hand in a glove. It is by 
mean.-' of the foot that ha make* the taps underneath tin table — that 
lie grasps the sitters' chairs and drags them towards him* or* pushes 
them from him- In the uao of bin iWt and toes bin dexterity i* marvel- 
loins. The slat* 1 writing is the most clevei part of his. junior inunoe. 
like many illusionists lie has more than one string to hi« bow. and 
does not always do the sumo feat in the Rtiiae wav, In w riting long 
communications which till up several lines the whole length of 
the date, the writing is demo by tho pencil being gruspod by 
the loos* or else fixed in the slipper of the left foot, Bhort eommunlra- 
turns such as *■ Tes;’ No,'* " l will try.' 1 usually found to be written 
transversely across the slate, and uot very siruightly. uro done by a 
pencil between the fingers of the hand holding the slate. In no ease 
duos the minute piece of pencil, which is placed Upon tie* state 
contribute towards the writing, A sharp observer may ul«o find that 
it is not the same pi WQ of pencil which is put ou the (dale previous to 
the inscribing tlnir is found thereon subsequently* The following is 
olio of tin' methods of ora for writing upon n loimuon school 

alatn ;■ — Tin* slate is cleaned most wirefully— lids is Yery important . 
the object being that both sides of the Hlnie shall he so >imilur that 
one Hide can not ho identified from the oilier — a very small piece "1 
puled is rested ujM in the slate, which is partly out td right hen Hath 
the table* and now begins what conjurors ndl ^buriaeas** and 
*■ putter." The operator's jtnun twitch— the In mils of sitters nrc 
arranged and rearranged m as hi ensure good results— the dote is 
floated nl lend, still being held hy tho operator 1 a baud, is made to rest 
upon the sitter's shoulder, m il occasionally disappears under the table. 
It i> during tliis business (hat the operator unisih-ssly with either his 
foot or fingers w riles upon the under surface of tic slate, Tin 
rapidity or dexterity with which this is done under the fable is 
admiral do. The upper unwritten surface uf the slate and piece of 
peneii are once more exhibited; the slate then plated under tin- table* 
while for an instant out of sight, is dexterously turned «v< r ; jl> mlg^s 
are now ostentatiously exhibited under the ledge of the table. The 
sitters are requested to listen. A r4 rah Mug sound is heard. Mn its 
rearing the dote is drawn with apparent force from under the table* 
To the surprise of all the surf arc of tin* slate, seen clean* a* they 
the u g hi, a moment before* is found to have a lengthy ^ omiuunH ution 
upon it. The piece of jiendl.iB also found to have a face worn upon it 
by the action of the writing, a very skill* ul ai u^on' to the illusion 
easily explained. 

The writing rm the log slate is done in a ritniUr uianjOT* its v- rv 
construction aiding tho illusion. Holding it by tho corner at w hieh it 
opens, that is at edge away from* the hinges, tho usual kuflbw and 
putter is gone through. At mv second n ranee, it will he remembered, 
•tli at Mr. Imusoii and I were requested u* tmuitpuhn*- with tl tciiool 
slate while the doctor wm trying to obtain writing in the Jug slate* 
Seizing I m opportunity while tho slate is out of sight, the flap is 
dropped and a uam muni cation is iiokwh ssly written upon the under 
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surface of iu upper flap — die minute pi eve of pt-mil repbk-ed — the 
shite is uow produced, partly liiit rnutjoiifdy opened, tin* I it is dn«v n 
that mi writing is upon the slut# surface *if tin- lower flap — the written 
sui'hov "I tin* tipper flap being kcjit nut of view in consequent of the 
pom m in winch it is being held — brief budnefis and patter are now 
gone through, the position of «datc changed n ^Tnf-hitig is lizard 
I - liii - ? pi an "i l and au uppmvnl miracle performed — writing i- found 

iimlde the slide, which a an before \vn> exhibited w ilhout 

writing, mid si in a? then hud not been out of view , 

i lie great foaturu giving effect to lid- El fusion is that the writing 
is tli me inupielessly^ whde the sitter's attention js < itherwifa occupied. 
I ] iuve reason to think also that the writing is done by a softer slate 
jiejieil than that ostensibly exhibit- d as being used by the spirits- the 
use of a soft pencil would ensure the writing to Tie uui&tdfiKL 1 quiellv 
poekc*<<d tin? piece of pencil suit to have written Upon m\ own log 
d.!t< — the bo et upon it did not ■ orn^p<uid with the broad soft 
outline* of the spirit writing which \ Mill r*t iiu upon my date, 

I lieisl not er.-upv much more time with 1 h\ SladeV wry clever 
pi rfonuatir ei. The raising of tie- table bodily from tie floor— in 
on h»r to il« which hr- grasped one leg of the table between his legs 
and kie'rs, mid buried the ©d gg of the table top into his abdomen, was 
merely a I'ejii of muscular power no doubt acquired by - 'ulliiuul 
p« retire. Tie- many exl inordinary feats that we hear of having been 
done by him before firm belEeiars in spiritualism, upon analytical 
inquiry . and making due allowance for human gullibility «*id his great 
jm in i m into human di8nct8r t will be found to resolve themselves 
lilt" imtuml phenomena, easily ex phi inod, but greatly mugtdiit «L 

hi - «m- lusdon. I may elute thm had Dr Slade coxae hero us a 
lirtijiiTrr, nothing would have ind nerd me to expose his very clever 
numipulatioji, A* lie in his perfnrnmiieoa - on tributes towards the 
disscruiiuilinu of a m-u religion, founded on what I hope in another 
paper to prove to he a highly infectious mental disease-, I deem i: 
my publie duty to publish this result of my inquiry into the 
subjtM t. 

SAMUEL T, KNAGGH, M.Ib, F.RO.PL &t\ 

t 

Newcastle, New South Wales* 



XoTt.— Hr, Miitthf w J, Dawson a- ioiu]-<mi- d Dr. KjiJigjrs in hi*, vj»it to 
SUiil-, imd eorro borates oil the- above iitatc ns nts, and particularly as t- the- n.nnie r 
in which the table was lifted. Hi 1 eiImj Htalr* i— ,f I cim infirm that *jii tin neand 
''iVAfifaa of my chair 1* mg moved, I dot study %nw lb* Slade * f- -4 -In it. Ji*t 
i 'ti v i, 0 L r to tliia maruDeiivt-L he tried to dmw our attention to & phoq-hor- *> cut 
Fight, which he said was upon my left Mima Icier, though I moved my held o 
though to do ao instead of looking ut the idumbb r. I glanced dowawufdji nl 
tloU'ct- d him in tho set/" 
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ANOTHER SEANCE WITH DR. SLADE. 



Q 

lx continuation r rf the anroimt given by Hr. Knuggs, of the two f uncut 
which ho lunt with Dr. 8tude and u the spirits/’ 1 wish to givf* a 
narrative of the occurrence* that loll within my own experience at a 
similar exhibition of the so-called medium 1 * powers* 

Like Dr. Knaggs, I have over been fond of conjuring feats, and 
have attained, by practice, sumo little proficiency in thriv execution. 
I am the 'refute nut a novice in the artifei-8 tm-msary to bo employed to 
(secure sm« in the performance of tricks of lllusimi, and in witnessing 
them. am not easily thrown oti my guard ut those critical moments, 
when, for the accomplishment of his purpose, it is necessary that th a 
ex mutant should dktract the attention, and elude the vigilance of bis 
a i aliened by some cleverly executed tVinl. in an opposite direction. 
Here* lot mesa} that 1 know [lotliiitg of MpirittLallsui, except wind I 
have read, ami that previous! to my interview with Dr. SI fu I ■ v 1 had 
only one e been present at *■'& circle M where, however, the manifes- 
tation* ” were of ail exceedingly poor character, and ever ainae they 
have been associated m my mind with an easily explained self- 
din option on the part of tho^n engaged in their production. 1 have 
often assayed to evuke the phenouwnn with the assistant of friend* of 
u pmetieiiE turn of mind, hut have always utterly failed to prod net • n ny- 
thing whatever. Tables refuse to tilt themselves nt my bidding, chairs 
remain titui rally fixed, No knocks txmie in response to any ' ntrenty 
addressed tn the ‘ spirits.” or ** itilelligcm'es*” Pianos won't piny 
wit In mi ! i anils, tambourines won’t % round and hit people on the bead, 
no boil will ring, concertinas remain dumb, and I never can get a 
himlheniiief, by any coaxing, to tie itself into knots. Believers hi 
the “ spirit*/’ when I toll them these things, udtidosecndmgly bflptOf 
mveef ‘nuiks of pity upon mo, shrug tin ir dmulders nt my benighted 
atale. and say that I shall nsver obtain 1 uiMuifesmtirms*/’ b(*eou ■ I 
am not a believer. They assure me I iui tat approach the Umsaoti with 
a mpitu! D. p loner in an eatu«dy dilb rent spirit. I fnust roponj- 
unfaltering belief in them, and noli' it their roafideuop with the 
simplicity and is moling trust of a child : then, and not till then, sh all 
i h * reworded with their Ultima* y. 1 have tried the childlik’ 1 aim* 
plii’ity business, Olid offered myself as a votary to the hole f of unv- 
thing: pres, ntitig my mind To the spirits free from guile its normal 
state, u> my friends will admit) but all to no purpose, tip* spirits remain 
obdurate, and treat mens a Dinah l approach thorn humbly, isldlig 
for something to believe — anything they like to offer, 1m! they will 
give me nothing, evidently drti'rmiimd to let me die of the liimgor and 
thirst I have for knowledge, I have sometime* thought thitl 1 have 
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not the right -ort of furniture for spiritutdisuc purposes, though it 
looks like other people's ; hut 1 uni aeaittttl by true believers that the 
•ole cause of failure lies in my want of fait 3 1 : that my dpaiito to 

investigate am phenomena that may be pointed, gives mortal ifa o 
to the spirits, mid that in ftifctySteefit (hey withhold all VmaniEwt*^ 
tiomF* from me* However, I have no drain* to enter into a controversy 
wifch spiritualists, or to qnvstkm the grounds or genuineness of thmr 
belief. All I know is that I ran get none of the indications out of 
chairs and tabb that are vouchsafed to other prtiplo, and ant firmly 
convinced I never shall. My l present business is with Dr* Shale, whose 
spiritual perfonuitncea I jnunt taiihimiafingly d cel are to be nothing 
more than amuunglj devised illusions throughout. 

In the interview I had with Dr* Slade (which I will describe 
pr< ■-•-■ntly ‘ some two or three things urrumd that puzzled mo at the 
time, bm which the excellent narrative and explanation given by !>r. 
Kmiggn have rendered perfectly plain now to my comprehension. I, 
on the other lined, noticed munirreui’es which, if they did not escape 
his observation, have not been alluded to by him, and they ci rtakdy 
cleared up all doubt in nn mind oh to the manner in which eertnirt 
other idl'tsds w n prod uhhL So if Dr. Kuaggs did not notice them, 
my allusion to them lo re will perhaps serve to >trengtheifc his con- 
victions upon the mibjmt 

It was in the beginning of February that Mr, X. (a firm believer 
in the genuineness of I ir. Slade 1 s mediomistie powers) called upon me 
at ]] u.m., and invited mo to n< •company him to Carlton House, 
Wynyurd Square, to have* u wane* wit li the doctor, a proposition with 
which X gladly complied. Arriving tit the house we found fte 
doctor to bo *n gaged, mid were shown into a waiting-room until 
he wns at liberty to receive us* In a few minnt.es a tall wtdl- 
drested gentlemanly limn entered I lit* room, smiling, with whom lay 
friend shook hands, and announced ns- Ih\ Slade* 1 was intro* 
ducedj and the object of our visit bt«i ng explained, ths doctor s lid h»* 
would give us it sitting at crme f imd w tie n adjourned to the roe m 
which has been so minutely described by I he Knaggy and the sur- 
rounding'' nf wbich I mentally took in directly we entered. My 
chief interest, however, was centred in observation of Dr. Slade him 
nt If. His figure was wall proper! k med, and showed much mtiBouhir 
powur, while Ills movements exhibited gritfit lithein*ss mid activity, 
llin features were handniTm and pleusii g ii thcii openness i*f '-xpr-' - 
sion, his maimer engaging. iittrmiive, and srlf*puflse«sa&, while the 
tone? of Ilia voice were suggestive of mui h candour and simplicity. 
Iff had a slight American accent* and altogether was most prepus- 
eessingiri deportment and g< neml appearance. In the centre of the 
room stood the deal table described by Dr Knaggs, which X* tilted up 
and said I was nt. perfect liberty to axamiuo. I ilid so and nm con- 
vinced tlerc is i:m pnjuxiBB about it. It is uTiout four feet sqimri*, 
and its only peculiarity is that its legs and their connecting frame- 
work are placed does enough together to allow the top to project 
beyond them about M or 15 inches. In describing this table lh\ 
Knaggs speaks of its width being ‘‘extended by the addition to «uh 
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side of u fixed flap/' and this, I find, has given tu many readers a 
wrong hnpreeriou m its ^^tm»tru£‘t^QU t nearly everybody lotforUtiug the 
word "flap 11 with aomethiug which can he unwed at will. Burnt* it 
to say, tliiit the boards of \> hmh the tabletop in made har«' simply 

b"i'ii i nt to the length requmjtb and are perfectly immoveable. It 

presents the peculiarity of a tabb in the eonstnietiuii of which tin* 
maker lias by accident fixed on u top intended for u much larger 
framework, and except the! it is exaeodingly light, it lias nothing 
remarkable about It but its extreme simplicity of construction* it 
feature , lo the way which l>r. Slade pointed out with the remark that 
It hud bean made in Sydney ** by an lamest l 'liinniiLiiu." Having 
examined fie- tuMe, it was placed upright tgiiiu on tile carpetii! floor 
by 3C- and Dr, Slade evinced no anxiety in its adjustment, dearly 
attaching no importance whatever to its precise situation. 

We ware then requested to be routed. There were f«mr chairs in 
position around the table— one at eaih side fat ing each other. My 
friend wn * t«ld to take the <-ue at the end faring Dr. Blade, and I was 
requested to occupy that at the side on the right hand of the doctor, 
which placed me with my back to the window. It has siin-e neenmxl 
to me tW by this arnngenit'nt F was removed from the oh^ervati a, of 
any shadows which might have been cast beyond the lino of the table 
by any movements of the medium beneath. As we so t, wh occupied 
three side* of the table, and opposite to me stood the vacant chair, of 
which more anon. We then placed our hands on the table in the 
i outre in n heap, Dr. Blade V cove ring unis, when instantly a slight 
tapping s«mnd cotmoei i cad, which I could net connect with, the (aide ; 
but tif which no notice was taken by X or the doctor. The latter, 
however, directed my attention to the fact that be was flitting with his 
feet sideways in the direction of the window, and looking flown I 
ft-i'crtniii"'! tli a’ ro h«- the ansi*, observing at the same time that tin- 
dontor’e feet were encased in those morocco slippers which, b&vrng no 
heels, enable tlie feet to glide in and nut m comfortably without 
trouble, I aloi liservcd tluif the texture of his socks was its tine as 
silk — a feature of smue importance if his feet are required, at, these 
t i prtM luce effects demanding delicacy of touch and dexterity 
in movement. No other knocks cmne t and Dr. Slade produced a com* 
mm . ctenhfratm d littkohite with some tiny piece# of slate pencil, The 
latter he threw upon the table while he cleaned the former with a 
pier -a of sponge. Here let me say that tliroughoui the interview I ir 
Blade kept up a running fire of small talk, art- red in a riiarmingly 
natural manner, and which I very soon set down as 14 patter 11 
Haring c leaned the slate to his aatisbu-iioti, the doc tor placed a thin 
piw oi ptmoil upon it* about an eighth, of am inch long, and keeping 
hi - left hand on ours, removes! the white in a horizontal position with 
his right hand, and pin end. it* or tried to plaoeit, under the lodge of the 
table. He was. however, prevented in til* nci^nDplisshment of this 
derign by a midden ironmlou^nees which agitated his \mt=t ami hand 
to meh ft degn -% a* to make the ateto clatter against the table 
like a Castanet. He said he weis ■* always like this ” and lowered 
hi^ hand with the slate down to about the level of Wa 



kneo, and writhed hi> shoulder Ilk** one suffering front 

rbounutfir: pain* In that joint- X. who had had many 

nroviouts mtnrvuMftO lu'rci exclaimed that ho should like to try "the 
■ ■ | 

exjw*rimt*n.t with the compass : n ami the slate bimnertw, whatever if 
Wii- tn be, wri" stoppiral while the doctor produced an ordinary little 
bras* pocket compdss with what appeared to he the usual spring 
movement to m I the noodle out of gem* when not in use, tint wbuh of 
course, it will ho perceived, might have boon connected with oilier 
minoal^d in o' -hnnism within, required to produce the affects that 
BuhsequcTltly o i irrrfih The doctor adjusted the spring so as to < r -’ 
the needle five nml plftcad the compass on the table when X* drew It 
towards Mmis-li, The dot tor said Ik* would nnk the spirit- if Mno 
would cause* the needle to oscillate, jitd 1 then, altar some tremor of Ills 
bund and furtive glances at the shit , still down in the direction 
of hi* knee, dapped it up flat to the table underneath, placing hi** 
thumb oil tie upper side, and his fingers betow out of sight. 
In thifi •position I was tumbled to nee hi g forefinger for about half an 
i mil Ik low the knuckle, and X. imrtioiU&rlv panted iliis out to me with 
tin remark that it was hup* *ssib.|^ an*, body could write anything with 
hi* hand -o fixed. I watched what i could woo of t In * forefinger 
doselv, expecting to observe some muscular movement oqmmimieated 
by the action of the other fingers hut none occurred. This however 
amounts to nothing, for in subsequent experiments, which anyone may 
verify for hmiself, 1 found that n slate may be retained In the 
position tlcM-ribed by the thumb and fnr« linger. and the other 
lingers Can be moved to and? fro undemont h without muling 
tin ■ slightest muscular tlist in 1 bunco In l he portions of the himd that 
mimtu in view. In f lu * ease, I think, it was perfectly unnecessary 
for the doctor to resort to ituy extraordinary" manipulation to produce 
tlie writing which in a minute or was shown to u- T for what with 
Spatter” uud the intornipthm i-nuned by flu* urruiigiiueTif of- the 
coinpnss. there wns thm* enough to scribble anything on the date 
without risk of cibiervatfon. The due 'tor held the shite up flat to tin 
underside of tin* table, and a sound, as of some one writing on it with 
a pencil, became distinctly audible, lasting but for ft second nr so, and 
ending with three rapid taps. The shite was then brought to view, 
arid there appeared on it the words- — " \\ V will by.' 1 Nothing, 
however, happened to the i ompas> till Dr, Slmb stmte Inal his hand 
uvr towards it, and made ti quick circular movement above it. buck- 
wnnl# ami forwards, when the needle commenced to iiiovt violently, 
jirnt as it might if the doctor had a amall piece of steel omimiled beneath 
Ids huger nulls. In all fairiuss, however, Imuri add, 1 look particular 
nuthv of his linger nails, mid observed that they were* m closely parted 
down ns to forbid the supj position that lie cuutd ftx anything ns large 
as a grain of wheat beneath them. But thmi, again, n very trilling 
tiling will disturb a mmpus-i— such, Kir inelaims us a strung magnet, 
grasped by the operator** toe*, and deftly applied to the underside of 
the tnlde. The doctor told X, to try if he could cause* flu* eumpu.ss to 
move, adding, that ns ho had some mcrthmiiritie powers, he might be 
surnuirfah X. tried his hand, but the rmoa incut imparted to 1 he 



□ ■■« i U p l.y tlu* doctor hud not subsided, and [ do not think it was 
prolonged in tin* 4ight^t degree hv any effort that X. made, though 
he and the flus ter thought ruftWimtly. Thu compau*. however, wan 
v« rv obedient to the doctor. *yjid moved whenever he stretched his hand 
and. by t !■** way, it was his lap hand m-r to it. With his right band 
hi- had, in tlu meantime, ebum-d the slate li living hud ample time 
and opportunity to da anything eUe with it , while our attention waa 
attracted to the compass . and had taken it again beneath the table. 
At thie moment X, gave a atari , and Doctor Made nlmnat instun- 
tmiuuuftlv gave another. " Wuh uul l" exelumW tin latter, with a 
surprised look, “ what wan that i Did you feel anything?" “ Yes/’ 
Wiitl X. “ I felt tu \ leg pushed ! v 1 Am! 1. said tin -doctor, 1 nearly 

bad the slate palled mil of my luiud!" Up to this point nothing 
had tuvurr- d to me. I was sitting with my left leg that neurosi to 
Dm -tor Blade doubled under my chair. while my right leg whs thrust 
under the table, suinewhiit in a slanting direction towards X., and 
away from the doctor. Of a sudden, X. said: 1 * There* I ha vi» been 
touched again V and tbi n 1 distinctly felt two very light, but distinct* 
P 1 ’ 1 ■sNLiri's rapidly given, as if by a baud on my right leg, just above? 
the knee. L however, said nothing, and remained stolid ami silent. 
Ik Ktor Blade then declared that he to a Id wen a small light hovering 
over the emu puss, bat an I tumid see nothing of the kind, I made no 
remark ; but tho reader w ill noth e that id! these oliscwvatinus, though 
seeming to arise naturally, served to prolong the interval between the 
slate *■ TutiulpiLlutinuR," ami giivi ample thm* to the " spirits 11 to 
prepare norm tiling extrumxlinury, for all the w hile the slate was kepi 
below the line of our sight, and I frequently observed the doctor 
casting sbahh\ T glances down la its direel ion. At length, alter 
shaking the slate to and fm, as if trying to get the pencil in tie- centre, 
he fixed it again 1 m i truth the table-top in the kj one manner a* derails*! 
before. and exclaimed ; “ 1 1 1 tell J genres ! will you favour us with a Long 
message f n Thereupon there was n scratching ua of wane one writing, 
which lasted for i| ute two minute*- ; and, while this was going im, 1 
felt two more rapid pressures r>u the right Ieg T but gave no outward 
sign. The result was just what. I expiated. B-tLll holding the data 
against the table, the serai i king sound going on without intermission, 
Dr, Hade threw himself slowly back in his i hair, as if t hanging his 
petition, merely to give relief to the muscles of bis hack ; but watching 
him 1 aaw bis eyes glance rapidly beneath the table, in the direction 
OT my leg, us if to make sure of its exact position. He ihuU learns | 
forward again, and, in a second or ho, l was favoured with (wo more 
touches, but, as before, took not the slightest notice uf them, and 
ih#y w*F9 hot again repfahd. It wanted no spirit to produce such an 
absurd maiiifesbitiuTt us tins. An * Mansion of Df\ Blade's leg beneath 
tile tubfe, and a prehensile movement uf li Id foot were the causes to 
which I attributed the effect directly 1 felt the iirst touches. By 
remaining silent, 1 thought, I should pur^efe him, and il fell out as 1 
expected. Having udiuiiiiatered two Hums of “spirit 5 ' touches* 
without producing m me any visible sign uf astoiiishiucut, it fnatiimal 
to him, 1 fumy, that he bad hern giving my friend X. the experiences 






hr* intended for me, uml bmu ■■■ the ueeesMtv for Ids If an mg biirt and 
gauging the 'xait position <>1 my leg. Making sure then that he touched 
!3 ji the next tin h , and finding that I preserved lienee, h* became 
aware that I waa on the wutr h* ami stopped all further “ manifesto- 
ti<ju* 1 of that kind. The scratfhing beneath the table having ceased, 
the whit i vi U'v liftklueofl, and the wTioIm -ide of it was coy < red v% itli 
writing, in it dear, bold, regular hand, entirely different to the clumsy 
characters in which the ineswag^ — will try/* — -had been written. 
Tills difference, I BUppore, will W 1 mi ltd as proof by some people of 
the gimumeiio** of the ■* mumfistotiou /' but as after the receipt 
of the first message X. hail told tin- doctor that many people 
alleged the writing t-> lie always the some, I was not at all 
surpris'd to find the next eoujiimtiicttlion in another hand. There 
were about twenty lines mnv ou the slate, wdneh the doctor read 
out to tiH, and almost immediately aiterwanls coinmeni'ed to rub out. 
The precise wording of ftt nn^snge I eannot remember ; bat its pur- 
purport wuh fa the effect that the ** angels ” were pleased to find us 
devoting oarnelvcfl to an eh an i in estimation as wo were engaged in — 
that wo were to search diligently and patiently, and in rime great 
truths would lie revealed to us, urn] it ended with the admonition that 
the 4 Lufellige(ii i s 11 wen indisposed to hold an v ( ^mmunli jUJoii with 
those who were iuipi-ei snl with unbelief. X* said tile latter remark 
irmtii he intend' -Mo apply to me, l replied. " possibly so, hul that 
Way unbelief 1 might feel did not fake itn offensive form,” And atow 
a eijcujn stm i< M occurred which is worthy of note. The doctor hud 
riaen from hi s chair during XV remark, and having placed one of his 
feet upon it muuueuei d to rub and move the joints like one who 
sutt^red freni twinges id fTniiip, He hud had plenty of time to use 
his fingers ; hut had ho he* n writing with his toes? Of bad the pre- 
hensile movement m-ec h*ary to produce " spirit Tt touches given him 
the inmipy Without moving anything, how ever, he resumed Ida seat, 
and taking the slate in Iiih right hand, leaned. over in my direction and 
pi acts;! it underneath the table in front of my lmdy t leaving about an 
W(>ti nr go expand in view immeilialelv beneath my eyes. On the 
instant, before 1 oouid look up. th* vacant chair opposite to me was 
fiung violently hack ward » ugninM the wall. X. gave a start of sur- 
prise, ami Dr, 8hule threw' hiia^df hack in the chair, with a rolling 



motion, us Lf recovering his balance aiul exclaimed in fanes of amused 
astonishment : 4t WftI, wall Ileally, I declare now! Ain't it ■ ur T ous f* 1 
I said nothing, though l am convinced tho disturbance of the chair 
was due to a vigorous kick administered by the doctor himself, while 
our attention was directed to his uumue uvring with the slate, 

X, now suggested that l should ask Some questions of the spirits, 
ami tin" slat** was handed to mo by Dr, Slade and 1 wrote this : il Can 
you tell me how - — — met wit It his death ?” I he slate was taken 



from me by Dr, Slade with that side of it im which my question was 
writ leu fumed downward*. He plm cd a small piece of pencil on the 
blank surface, uml went through the usual nervous performance, 
carrying the shite far below the level of the table, uud a gum I saw 
liiri eyes glance Stealthily down in its direction, and I felt quite certain 
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he turned the bhite in Ills finders, mid mi imd whut l had written. 
While this movement wna being executed some general talk wan 
indulged in, and then t ho slate was brought up against the under side 
nf the table. An audible scratch mg again nmirred, which terminated 
with the tftpi ns before, when the shite was brought to view with this 
answer le^ldy written upon it : “ W«* do not know him he met with 
hin death/'’ This answer, if disn planting, was eertiiinh candid 
Moreover i« Einrl the additional merit of getting rid in a dccmiv** 
manner. of a very awkward question. There are so many ways in 
which people may die. The "spirits" perhaps objected to pnrtmuliirise 
the precise disease or manner of death in this instance, Perhaps they 
objected to being nm into Midi u rumor! The rinte was again 
cleaned and placed under tin- table, more scrub king was hoard, and 
this time the t&mgD, writhm tm it was allege l to he intended for my 
friend X*, and lutd refon uci> to someth in g that hud umimnt ul pre- 
vious stances with the doctor of which I had no knowledge, nor nr 1 
the pahhc interested in knowing more than that tut friend seemed 
perfectly satisfied with, its gemuncnoM*, 

So fur 1 had see nothing which in ilua way puzzled me to ex- 
plain or iHrtutnt tor; or, in other words, that could not have been 
produced by any clever manipulator, hy uatumi means, without the 
aid of meohumsui of uny kind. ftuw came two lf limuifr^tatirme M 
wliivli I could not understand, but which, thanks to Dr. Ktmggs and 
his mirror, I comprehend now* X asked ]>r. Slade to try i the spirits 
would take the date out of hi- hand, earn ii to th- otlur end 
of the table, and if 1dm again. lie assented, and then 

turned to me, saying that, in order to show there was uo trickery 
of any kind* lie would phice his two feet close together and allow me 
to place my loft foot upon them* Accordingly he did Vo, but in the 
position in which l sat I could only ■•iVeclually cover and feel lii 
right foot, and though the toe of my boot projected some w hut over 
bis left it was nt nit upward angle, ami 1 doubt if ii did more rlian 
rest gently on tin surface of the slipper which covered Id- left foot 
Bending over to my ride of the table hr then thrust nearly flu w hole 
of the slate horizon tally beneath it, some two or three incln s below' 
the top, and in a rt^uid or so it left ids hand, and could be heard 
bunging against the framework below in its passage to the other dde, 
where it showed half of its length above i fie line of the table, flapped 
i self forcibly iigiiinst Iho edge* disappeared, repeated the bunging on 
its way bar k, and delivered itself inti, the doctor's hand, This looked 
mysterious nt the time, and 1 miiiVftH puzzled me exceedingly ; but 
on reading I>r. Kmigg's ruramiiiomtmn to the Herald I saw- nt once 
the feat could be performed with perfect ease hy anyone who bail 
trained his pedal extremities to any moderate degree of muscular 
flexibility In my opinion the unseen power that took the slate from 
l&r Slade's hand was situated in the toes of I >r, Slade V left foot, 
which he had withdrawn from its slipper for the purpose and deftly 
returned to its place n-u completing the performance, for it, was 
there when I l.vdonj down again. Talk big of fllipp ora, by the way, 
how easy it wmikl be to have a framework in them much would with- 
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stand pressure, mini Inm the winter at perfect liberty to withdraw 
both his font amt return them again, without running any grout rink 
of discovery ! 

The Inst and crowning manli'chtution wom the ruining of the table 
bodily. from flu 1 floor ; hut this in the I \r*t attempt wus marred b\ 
2m " \ nut of experience in the moans r« i ho adopftd to prochu • ■ the *d!rot 
W v Mil with our luimlh rl tittered un the table, and in n second or mi, 
the doctor and X raised their hands up perpendicularly with n 
tremulous motion, whin I felt a weak but distinct motion in the table, 
a> if attempting to rise ; hut it eimhl not got oft the ground on un 
side, and after an iiudfmiml struggle fora second or ho it dropped 
again, and Dr. Shale I imied suddenly towards me and said *•* Oh r you 
inusl lift up your hands too.” I apologised, Haying that I was not 
aware of what was reijuir« d of me, uud nsktid him to try the 
i* \ pel itnent again, We all raised our hand*- simtiltimoonfily chnr of 
thi* table next time, and it followed them with a steady motioc 
*1 might upwards for a distance perhaps of a foot, aid then suddeuh 
dropped. I ohsi-rvnl nothing which solved this suetmng mystery, 
and ! 1 1 Mr. Ivtiaggs the it oil it isduc of dia^voriiigtheartifi< > c Qknployfsl 
te secure tin* "munitestatioti." The doctor then turn ouuced that the 



spirits would do noth tug more, which mmrrk. like the playing of the 
National Anthem at an ordinary entertainment, was simply a polite 
wa v of informing us t lmt the smnee was over and thereupon X. and I 
took our leave, , 

Now, in uinluaiiui, 1 wish to rt "iterate that I have no desire to 
ridi- ul' - those who believe in Spiritualism, or to impugn thedr veracity 
in the acemuits they give of their eatpi r: cnees. I only speak of things 
wit Hin my own knowledge ; and, while pitying my trass ignorance* 
perhaps spiritual iste will extend their forgivene^ to me if I have* not 
tlmt india-rubber i|imlity of faith who K pzeronts my blindly jic- ■■ -pting 
u.- mysteries, (ktiuti’ih cm lvliicli if submitted to critical iiivedigntem- 
appear to me to mltiiit of an oqgy solution as flowing from natural 

utiiiseH, T consider 1 h\ Slivle’s manifestations 1J to bn nothing more 

tlmn riev«r conjuring »r juggling. In some respect* they ext'+nd the 
fcata of ordinary prufteeuonoLs, because they are done in broad day- 
light. and immediately under the eyes of hi« audiunce. But in other 
raspers they show much inferiority. The- ]irofeseioiial conjuror guns 
to work in u more straightforward manner* for he generally late you 
know what effect ho is going to produce beforehand, and Challenges 
you to dutetd him if you run. But vour medium does nut, except in 
rare cases, admit you to any share of Ids confidence, lie dfitui in 
iurpri-Hcs, and to mmuito them, he adopts all sorts of ttlhpp, as for 
i list Mice, in tie* kicking over a chair, as desen hod til kit©. Then again 
he evades Inquiry, by hiving down the convenient fiction that rhe 
will not be dictated to, and that you must accept what mnnifes- 
tatmiis t hey t-lmnsi* to give and not what you would like to liuro. 
Further, that the spirits ore m capricious that* white rhi-v appear T" 
be very ready to hold ronmiunic&tioii with the livings they w ill have 
not km g to Jo with un hi -lie vers, or porsimn tin \ loins to elicir the (mill 
crnl reality of their proemling*. Give an ordinary conjuror Htitih 



